Iy, to unlock other sécrets “they may hold.” Their

New;sﬂe&'tegbf the National Wildﬂowgf Résea‘rch Center .

5

Lady Bixd's Center i a

. The -1-fbundihg of the’National " Wlldflower

; Research Center in Deceitibér, 1982, was, for me, ‘a
~dream “come true-the - culmination - of va' long-held~
desire’ to' learn more about wildflowers ‘and to pro-

" mote their use.

g Mény of you have. shared this ‘dream and gen- RERS

- erously devoted your time, funds of othet resources

to help the Center get underway, and ‘I thank you . - -

. PR - N
' S, o

- with all my heart. -

g - Our “first ‘year “has ‘beest thrllhng as we have .
- watched the ‘Center' move. along through -jts ‘early
.days-- planning, worrying and cheering ail, the  while, .~

I'm proud to say we: have achieved a :great-deal:

o~ There is an office, a small laboratory and staff, a new *
~building--nearly complete:=-the beginnings of .our infor- "
. mation. clearinghouse, and very importantly,” gur first'

~research plots (it is-here where my heart really lies!).

" These first steps now lead s to the challenge of
~strengthening the Center; and moving forward to
meet our  goals--to preserve our treasure of wild--

- flowers; eéxpand “our . “how-to” knowledge of their :

< “growth and germination requirements, and,.hopeful-

- -aesthetic gifts and the benefits of saving precious wa-
sovecter, fuel, and other natural resources for future gen--
-/ erations promise-great rewards.: SR TEE R

A

. Thereis so much exciting work ahead, and T

..\hope you share my ‘keen anticipation of “rolling up"
. -our shirtsleeves” and making 1984 a banner year!

s

<+ Trustees’ Letter continued on Page'? "

Dream Co

. Message from the Truéteés’ President

. Our Wildflower CenterIs -~

" We are on the way--well ori the way! * ey

i P

'~ 72 In the short year we have been'in business as’

- the National “Wildflower ‘Research Center, -we have
= brought “together an'‘outstanding array of “people’ as
- -trustees; moved toward a membership program, .com-

. pleted _our adrhinistration-laboratory -building,. ap-

- “pointed an ‘outstanding Director and staff, launched
“ this first edition of our Newsletter and achieved many
other things. B o

R

LR
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: _~-.thern -

" has been’ responsible for all program; -development,

Soand Challengmg posmon o . SRR
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Wildflowers have been ,
mote than a -passing fancy |
for -David K. Northmgto;n
- Tor the: past 15 years,".
"has " been teachmg about
them, “researching - them; |
-writing about thern, observ--|i
ing -them, -;and' '-_growin_g

P

The desks were hardly mstalled and the phones :
plugged 1n when volunteers eame to help

: n’ 1983 the ]unror League of Austin selected the
' National Wildflower Research Center as a-sponsored
;project, generously’ giving ' $30, 000 ‘over ‘a three year -

_,LLeague volunteers also fllled vital'jobs.

Help also came from members of the local Na~

| - tive Plant Soc1ety, ‘the Ametican Soc#tty of Landscape
L “Architects; "artists, photographers media : profession-
cals, s umver51ty students and | other wildflower

enthus1asts ST .j_’_g s -

Northmgton now
has a new challenge” with”
wildflowers; he will be pro- |
rnotmg ‘them as " Director ‘of
the . National - W1ldﬂ0wer
Research Center :

_. -These . volunteers have cheerfully assisted in’
'every facet of our office’ ‘work--typing, filing,” publica-

Accordmg to Nash Castro pre51dent of the -‘lt1or1 production and yrogram planning. They have
Centers Executwe Board, “Our outstanding talent -__;sorted seeds, and turned dirt for research plots In
search cormmittee htetally scoured  the country over -’ all, more than 60 volunteers have filled 22 positions.

“. several months for ‘the best possible -candidateé. - ‘The At the ‘end of 1983- they had- Iogged more than1100 .
" commitiee, Mrs." ]ohnson ‘and ‘1 are unanimous:in- - - hours of sérvice. We ‘would never havé met the chal-

. agréeing that David K.-Northington is' clearly the best - lenges of ourfirst year without them. ThCY deserve

‘qualified personiin the Umted S\tates for thls exc1t1ng :_more thanl<s than words can express

'

: L - _Thete are Stlll many }obs for w1ll1ng harfds Peo- "
Northlngton recerved both hlS bachelor s and ple ate needed fot office work, light groundskeepmg

doctorate degree in Botany at The™ Umversrty of Texas @ "~ telephone receptromst work and more.

at Austin, Hg began teaching at Texas Tech in-1971, , =~ '

and took over the curatorshlp of the E.L: Reed Her- = . - If yOu are nearby, have a few hours and would
barium at that time. He is now ‘an associate professor ~énjoy “contributing ‘them to “the “National Wildflower
of Biological Sciences. -In addition, he i§ director of. . Research’ Center, call the offlce 512 929 3600 and let
the Texas Tech University Center at Junction, a biclog = us know.' : .

ical field station.: At the ]unctlon Center, Northington

- budgetary ‘and personnel management at the Center, - T e T

" He has also represented the Center at the commumty L B -
Conhnued from Page 1 SR . ,
state and nattonal levels. . * oo at SR ‘
. -1 am fortified in my behef by Mrs. }ohnson sin- -
o NOrthmgton has’ COntmued hlS own research in .sp1red and. inspiring - ‘leadership. | If anythlng distin- -
vascular plant’ systematlcs and aclaptlve ‘mechanisms- "_gu1shes this lovely lady beyond Ther graciousness, it
‘of arid and -semi-atid “plants.” In - his ‘own words, _has -got to be her- mstmct for what is r}ght and her
_ “Essentially all of my" scientific interest and...research - @ “can do”. attltude L .

s Nat10na1 Park Serv1ce 0 USRS SO S L

* Omicron Delta Kappa award as one of the. five most

“inthe past 12 years has been orni flowering plants na-

S P
“tive to the Southwest, many ‘of WhiCl’l are roadside - - -Were on the way

wildflowers—-thie = False . dandelion, Mexican -hat . - Durmg the years . .of the
Orange ‘globd mallow; or native landscapmg plants--- “+ i Johnson Administration Nash Cas-
the Yucca Century p]ant and Mountam laurel “i o o was Director of the “National
e Capital “Region tof - the  Nationals
’ Northmgton also developed his irfterest in mative ©  Park Service, working closely with. .
plants by directing a three-year floristic survey of the™. . Mrs. Johnson on her ‘projects: to

“beautify the Capitol -City. “They -
- haye contmueci to work on .many
R B ,pro;ects since that tfme, mc]udmg e A
He has’ been the superv1s1ng professor for ten "'NWRC C e e

" gradudte students, and .has served as a commrttee T ‘ EN '
" meniber for 29 other graduate students: "He has re-- :
~ceived many honors ds a teacher including the Spenc-.
“er\A. Wells Faculty Award for the most oufstanding
‘teacher’ at Texas Tech in 1980, and ‘the Mortar Board -

~Guadalupe Mountarns ‘National Park in Texas for the

H

outstandmg faculty ‘members in 1981

: o1 percelve consrclerable parallels betWEen my
1 present responsibilities and the described needs of the .
Natronal Wﬂdflower Research Center,” Dr. Northmg— '
“ton said. : : o

“period to develop a voluriteer  program. Twenty one .

P
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i . - By Kathryn Kennedy

Wlldflowers do much more than add beauty |
" the landscapées they occupy They help preserve wa-
ter tables, reduce mowing costs, provide nourishment '~

: to, wildlife in all areas 'of the nation and protect the

' soil while, prov1dmg it with needed mineral and chem- -
- ical nourishment. .. In fact, the pragmatic uses of wild-
.1~ flowers have traditionally- been overlooked and under-
\stated because of therr natural beauty .
_ Increasmgly we are becornmg aware of the shor-
tages and quality problems with our water, soil and
.. ‘air. Diminishing supplies of fossil fuels as well as fer-
. tilizers and other petrochemlt:al products have in-
...creased the burden.of maintenance for traditional turf-
“igrass and ornamental -landscaping. Somé’ chemical
“solutions for plant and animal pests have“had un-
-7 desirable ecological side effects. The pricé of such
" solutions has 1ncreased whlle effectlveness has de—
o ,."-creased S e o

ERU

R their own, ‘cin cut’ watering by as much as 50 to 70
i ;/percent. These savings in- water use can b significant,
/" -as water. becomes . more. scarce. Water tables in. Ne-
i< braska and QOklahoma are fallmg each’ year.: InArizo-"-
5 ina, thrée million acre feet/year more is pumped out of. -
-their supply aquifers - than natiire can refill. In Texas,
5.7 million acre feet/year more is pumped out of aq-
u1fers than goes in. : : :

~Costs of mowmg also can” be cut conSIderably '

need weekly or biweekly mowing, while’ wildflowers
" do best with minimal maintenance, geuerally requlr—;
- 1ng mowmg only after the seed is set. 5

- Potentral savmgs ‘can be in the rnﬂhons for h1gh— )
'Hway departments, cotisidering the costs of fuel;. oil,
-"__'Cequlprnent maintenanee - and manpower. -In 1975,
- /Nebraska’s Department of ‘Roads planted wildflowers

. their ‘mowing force' from 13 people to three. By ex-
- panding their. existing wildflower program in 1983,

Wlldﬂowers also help prov1de essentlal w11dl1fe
‘cover and food. Of the' midwest’s pheasatit’]
_tion, 60% are dependent on" roads1de habitat. Other

i _provide ‘better livestock = yields - than pasture main-- -
= tamed in grassland alone, ey
o ,"‘- . These hardy plants have many Gther- advantages

not the’ least' of which are potential food, fiber and *

- ‘medicines. Appalhngly, only a:few hundred of our

_ “gated for such’ potent1a1 uses, although we’ know that
e many cotld be of 51gn1f1cant value Lo

: Wildflowers are an 1nvaluable part of our nahon-
v~ al<heritage and desérve both” preservatron and study.
“i. - Support by consetvationists

.~ enthusiasts_is bmngmg wildflowers “into” the - pubhcf
. .“eye, With increased support, a- new and rapidly -

f'growmg market has opened up for nurserymen and g

- landscapers A

VI

the flrst Toadsidé wildflower programs in- 1929, Since /!
rthat timeé the’ state-has déveloped fantastic. d:splays i
”-_':brlngmg springtime - visitors * from across “the nation,
:-'ﬁ_resultlng in ¢ several ‘million” dollars in: addltlonal_"n-"

-'--.:‘Whﬁf thﬁtlowers? :'j :f. A

has bécome national. -

-. State Garden Clubs :_ : .,\

“The long-range success of wildflower and native plarit - -
~landscaping depends on continued availability ‘of seed-
-lings, ‘commiercial seed  sources; - ecological inforia- "
_tion, gérmination data and field work: The: National -ﬁ_f
"~ Wildflower Research’ Ce’nter 1s cornmltted ‘tor helpmg :
.-meettheseneeds '-; LR

Wﬂdflower landscapes,.used to surv1v1ng ‘on -

Tounsm can also benef 'f Texas started one’ of :

come to Centrat Texas commumtles

Several other states now - have successful w1ldu
flower programis. The éfforts of a Tulsa, OK; ‘garden -
club started a’ wrldflower beaitification” progfam ‘that -
It is ‘now known as“Operation
Wildflower, ; sponsored by the Natlonal Counc:ll of

There are- many sticcess  stories; But there are
also reports of disapppinting or “inconsistent -results.

W;Idﬁower Research C'enter and is also 2 pl'anf ecologrsr ‘.“_\ 7' T : L

:w1th wildflower landscapmg Turfgrass landscapes

" to reduce-mowing. They have been able to reduce * -

‘ Texas has saved 23 percent of 1982 mowing costs RU

opula~ =

" -studies indicate that rahge and pasturelands that have
. ;a good .mixture of grasses and other flowering: plants -

- many thousainds of native spécies have been investi- -

‘and beaut1f1cat10n -
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Start asklng questrons about w1ldflowers and nia- . :
tive plants.and you . discover' that there are- many 1n—,'--' g

terestmg thlngs going on across the country

£

" preserve their wildflowers, -

® Dr. Don Levin at The Umversﬁy of Texas has: :

researched ‘germination character1st1cs of several
flowers native to Texas. .

“angustifolia.

® The- Umver51ty of- Nebraska has ]ust acqu1red a‘

' fine old prairie for research. -
o Californians ‘started a ‘group

17 states.

- The" growmg mterest in- w1ldflowers is 1ndeed a i

“Most” investigators,’ groups, i

cand’ 1nd1v1duals are worklng 1ndependently, and, Ant

- ‘many* cases,are -unaware of efforts elsewhere.” We" .-
~have found that this is" true at. pract1calIy all levels of Rl I
' zatzons, agenczes or individuals ‘working with them, or na-

s tive plant ‘research articles; books ‘or pubhcatzons “would be . 7

grass yoots movement.

~ activity, “froin"academic  researchers ‘o~ nurserymen
" conservationists, ecologrsts and more There 1s a need
to share 1nformat10n' S ey :

The Nat1onal Wlldflower Research Center has R
- committed itself to setting up a national clearmghousej '

‘of information omn w1ldflowers and native plants

. “There has long been 4 crymg need for a lear-
according to" - Gail Haggard -owner - of ’

.'Plants of the Southwest Santa Fe, NM

Carlton B." Lees recently retlred Vlce Pres1dent :_‘
of the New, York Botanical Society, believes the clear-

inghouse will prevent s much’ duplication - of * effort.

»Now a member of NWRCs' executive committee, Lees™ "
':sa1d ”A vast comrnumcauon network is’ belng esta-'-"_

called The Natwe:
Plant. Society in 1965 wluch has HOW, spread to Sl !

_bl1shed through the Centers functlon as ) clearmgu

house.” Much carn be learned by knowing where good

< examiples’ of ‘wildflower landscapes exist, partlcularly

S -_3those Wthh are the result of successful management
@ The New: England Wlldflower Soc1ety has been S

busﬂy working. for years ‘to promote and T

From mforma‘uon the clearlnghouse gathers, we

g W1ll also learn what's ‘most needed in this country in-

~the ‘way" of research:  Clearinghouse and information

: specrahsts have helped wrth planmng a computer pro— _

o gram. : S :

® A graduate student jn New Me)uco has been in-"
vestigating ‘the' germination requiremerits ‘of the " - .
common *desert wﬂdflower FetldrMangoId Pectzs

We enviston the" clearmghouse to ‘maintain lists

_of seed and ‘plant suppliers, - organizations, research
. scientists, - planting - projects, information sources, bib-.
: _llographres, ‘and ‘miich " mriore.”All- w1ldﬂower activity
~will be monitoréd as mtch as’ possrble w1th 1nforma—<

tlon avallable to, the pubhc in return. B

~

We have already assembled 1nformatron on

speczes suppliers and resource organizations and in- .
/dividdals for each state. . This huge project has made . .
“it “possible to a‘nswer the thousands of requests We'

; have recewed B e AT

_ny mformatron you hm)e aboit wzldﬂowers orgam—

helpfulxto us. Pleuse wrzte or c:all the Center with your
mformatton U R

. "f.}'Natrom[Wr[clﬁewerResearchCenter 2
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